
 
  

 

We are at an important crossroads in the history of our specialty. Whether you are in-
network or out-of-network, the recent machinations of Congress on the surprise medical 
bill issue represent a serious threat to our practice. Fortunately, we have an opportunity to 
quash that threat. But we must all act. 
  

The U.S. Senate has set an initial course toward an ill-advised and uninformed so-called 
“solution” to the issue. This Senate solution will fundamentally limit how physicians can 
negotiate with insurance companies for fair payments. It is possible this Senate approach 
will be enacted into law. 
 
Fortunately, across the U.S. Capitol, key members of the U.S. House of Representatives 
have authored contrasting legislation based upon a sound, market-based solution to the 
surprise medical bill issue. 

 
Please join ASA in contacting your federal lawmaker to:  
  

1. Express your strong opposition to the U.S. Senate’s approach to this issue, and 
2. Express your strong support for recently introduced legislation in the U.S. House 

of Representatives. 

SENATE ADVANCES DANGEROUS LEGISLATION 

 

Yesterday, over the strong objections of the physician and hospital communities, the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee passed the "Lower 
Heath Care Costs Act" introduced by Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Sen. Patty 
Murray (D-WA). This Act contains insurance company-friendly surprise medical bill 
provisions that, if enacted, will set in federal law government-endorsed rate-setting of 
payments to out-of-network physicians. Recklessly, the government will effectively hand-
over to insurance companies the near complete control of commercial marketplace 
payments. This is unprecedented. True physician negotiations with insurance companies 
will cease to exist. ASA is strongly opposed to the surprise medical bill provisions in the 
Alexander-Murray proposal. We have communicated face-to-face and through multiple 
formal letters and comments our strong opposition. 
  

Fortunately, ASA is not alone in its opposition to the Alexander-Murray surprise billing 
provisions. During Committee consideration yesterday, Sen. Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA) 
expressed his concerns with the bill as written and urged inclusion of an independent 
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dispute resolution (IDR) process, in lieu of rate-setting. Under the ASA-endorsed IDR 
approach, there is no rate-setting and physicians and insurance companies could bring 
billing disputes to an independent arbiter for resolution. This model has proven successful 
and fair in New York state. Several other Senators also expressed support for an IDR 
process.  
  

Full Senate consideration of the Alexander-Murray proposal is scheduled for later in the 
summer.  
 

ASA-ENDORSED BILL INTRODUCED IN HOUSE 

 

Meanwhile, in the U.S. House of Representatives, Congressmen Raul Ruiz, M.D. (D-CA) 
and Phil Roe, M.D. (R-TN) with the support of over 30 bipartisan members of Congress, 
including Rep. Andy Harris, M.D,. introduced H.R. 3502, the "Protecting People from 
Surprise Medical Bills Act." ASA strongly supports H.R. 3502 which reflects a realistic and 
knowledgeable approach to addressing surprise medical bills. Importantly, Ruiz-Roe 
protects patients from surprise bills. However, it also creates a fair IDR mechanism for 
physicians to be paid for their services. The balance between physicians and insurers in 
the marketplace is preserved.  
 

PHYSICIANS WORKING TOGETHER 

 

The specialty physician community has joined together to address surprise medical bills, 
and ASA is a leading organization of a new coalition called the Out of the Middle Coalition. 
This coalition which includes the American College of Emergency Physicians, College of 
American Pathologists, American Academy of Ophthalmology, American Association of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons, and the American Association of Neurological Surgeons and 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons is educating members of the public about the 
importance of supporting H.R. 3502.  A public-facing site to assist the public in advocating 
to Congress has been created and key districts are being targeted with digital ads.  To 
help further with this effort, we will be re-initiating the successful “1+5” technique we used 
in the Safe VA Care initiative, asking all of our members to reach out to five of their family 
and friends and ask them to support this campaign. 
                                                                      
The ASA is also working with a broader coalition of medical organizations that includes 
the above referenced groups, in addition to the American College of Radiology, American 
College of Surgeons and the American Medical Association. 
 

TAKE ACTION TODAY 

 

Right now, Congress is hearing from insurance company executives and insurance-
industry funded groups supporting the increased power of insurance companies to control 
physicians. 
 

Active involvement by ASA members with their colleagues and community will be critical 
to addressing this issue in a way that protects patients while also protecting our practices.  
  

• First, I’m asking that all members call your local U.S. Representative to ask them 
to cosponsor H.R. 3502 
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Over the next week and a half, lawmakers will be home in their districts, so it’s a great 
time to make a phone call to the office staff or ask for a meeting on this issue. If your 
lawmaker has already co-sponsored this bill, please thank them; if not, educate them 
about why this is the best proposal for surprise medical bills. You can find talking points, 
current cosponsors and the number to your lawmaker at asahq.org/grassroots.  
  

• Second, please call your Senator and urge them to oppose the surprise medical 
provisions of S. 1895,the Alexander-Murray bill. 

Please let your Senators know that the HELP-passed "Lower Health Care Costs Act" 
includes surprise medical bill provisions that threaten health care delivery.  
  

• Third, I’m asking you to share the OutoftheMiddle.org website with your family and 
friends. 

To supplement the digital outreach, I am asking members to direct their family, friends and 
neighbors to outofthemiddle.org. This website has information to educate the public about 
this issue and why H.R. 3502 is the right solution to surprise medical bills. ASA has put 
together outreach materials, sample social media posts, and FAQs for anyone to utilize. 
 

Thank you for the work that you have already done as you lead the charge for our 
specialty. Please know this will be a long battle in both the House and the Senate, but 
your continued engagement will make the difference. This may be our biggest issue of the 
year, and we need all the help that we can get. If you have questions, please reach back 
to us at advocacy@asahq.org  

 

Thank you for your continued advocacy, 

 

Linda Mason, M.D., FASA 

President, American Society of Anesthesiologists   
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