
Read Me 
 
The data files are presented in three formats:  1) Comma delimited values (.csv); 2) Tab 
delimited (.txt) and 3) Microsoft Excel format (both .xls and .xlsx).  They are not programs or 
automated relative value coders.  You can use the data file with any software that allows import 
of these formats.  Be aware that importing these files improperly can result in loss of formatting 
of leading zeros of the CPT codes.  Check with your data processing professional to ensure 
compatibility with your software.  
 
The file contains the following fields, in the following order: 
 
CPT Code   5 digit CPT code. 
 
CPT Descriptor   Description of the code. 
 
RVG Coding Comment  RVG guidance on code use, if any.  
 
Base Unit Value  ASA Relative Value Guide® base unit value assigned to 

anesthesia service.   
 
Time   If use of time is appropriate, it is indicated in this  
   field by +.   
 
New   Indicates if the code is new for 2023. 
 
Revised   Indicates if the code descriptor has been revised for 2023. 
 
CMS Base Units Differ  Indicates if the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  
   (CMS) uses a different base unit value.  
   (Applicable to  anesthesia codes 00100-01999.) 
 
Base Unit Change   Indicates if the base unit value has been changed. 
 
Add On   Indicates if the code is an add-on code. 
 
New Rev RVG Coding Comment Indicates if the RVG Coding Comment is new or revised. 
 
Resequenced CPT Code Indicates if the code appears out of numeric sequence in 

CPT. 
 
Work RVU    Work Relative Value Units as assigned by CMS. 
 
Global Period    The global period assigned to the service by CMS. 
 
Work RVU Changed   Indicates that the Work RVU has been changed. 
 
Global Period Changed  Indicates that the Global Period has been changed. 
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