
                                                                                                           

PeRLS: Perioperative Resuscitation and Life Support 
Introduction and Overview  
This web-based program focuses on advanced anesthesia circulatory support and includes multiple scenarios where 
learners have the opportunity to make first response decisions to critical situations in the perioperative setting. Like first 
responders in other professions, perioperative clinical personnel are the principal caregivers during cardiac arrest in the 
perioperative period. This program is in direct competition with the American Heart Association’s ACLS certification 
program. ASA is working towards replacing ACLS certification requirements in anesthesiologist institutions with PeRLS, a 
more advanced and relevant training program for anyone working in the perioperative space. 

Modality 
The course contains four core modules and eight special situations.  

 

 

Outcomes  
This program focuses on the anesthesiologists, anesthesiologist assistants, surgeons, endoscopists, interventionalists, 

CRNAs, physician assistants, APRNs, prep recovery RNs, and ICU RNs. After completing the course, learners will be 

able to identify uncommon cardiac conditions and rescue/resuscitate patients in crisis in the perioperative setting. 

Outcomes for this project have been designed in accordance with the principles developed by Donald E Moore, Jr, Ph.D., 

and colleagues to measure the outcomes up to level 4 (Level 4, Competence).1  

Timeline of Activities 

 

Potential Support and Acknowledgement 
ASA will disclose and acknowledge supporters in electronic and print program materials, on the ASA website, and in all 
recruitment materials for the program.  
 
For more information on potential support, please contact ASA’s Grant Development Manager, Konnie Dulu 
(k.dulu@asahq.org).  
 

 
1 Moore DE, Green JS, Gallis HA. Achieving desired results and improved outcomes: Integrating planning and assessment throughout learning 
activities. J Contin Educ Health Prof. 2009;29(1):1-15. 

Part 1

•Pre-arrest: The Rescue 
Concept

Part 2

•Pre-cardiac Arrest in 
the OR

Part 3

•Arrhythmias

Part 4

•Conditions 
Complicating Arrest in 
the OR/Periprocedural 
Setting

•Anaphylaxis

•Gas Embolism

•Hyperkalemia

•Transfusion Reaction

•Traumatic Cardiac Arrest

•Local Anesthetic Systemic Toxicity

•Neuraxial Anesthesia

•Malignant Hyperthermia

Special Situations

Module Development

•3 to 4 months            
*with identified faculty

Hosted on LMS

•2 years

Interim & Final Reports

•Program midpoint

•Program terminus
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