February 4, 2011
The Honorable John Sullivan
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable David Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
225 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressmen Sullivan and Scott:
I am writing on behalf of the 46,000 members of the American Society of Anesthesiologists to express
our strong support for H.R. 451, the “Healthcare Truth and Transparency Act of 2011.”
Currently, there is a little “transparency” associated with the most fundamental and important component
of health care delivery – the many health professionals who interface with patients each day.
Anesthesiologists regularly work with patients in venues that involve highly complex care (e.g., intensive
care units). We often hear from our patients and their families that they are confused and have difficulty
identifying the roles of the many health care providers who come and go daily.
This legislation would significantly advance patient empowerment and prudent expenditure of health care
dollars by enhancing information flow to patients and addressing the lack of clarity in health care provider
advertisements, marketing and self-identification.
Studies conducted recently confirm patient confusion regarding the many types of health care providers.
According to a recent American Medical Association Truth in Advertising nationwide survey, forty-four
percent of patients find it difficult “to identify who is a licensed medical doctors and who is not” in
reading what services the provider offer, their title and other licensing credentials in advertising or other
marketing material. With over thirty-two million Americans being added to our health care system as a
result of health care reform, now is the time to work to ensure clarity in the information patients receive
regarding their health care provider.
We thank you for your strong leadership on this issue and look forward to working with you to ensure
passage of this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Mark A. Warner, M.D.
President
American Society of Anesthesiologists

