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Executive Summary

Special thanks to all ASA members who served as spokespeople in November. Pain medicine was the most popular
sub-specialty topic and received more than 90 percent of all related coverage, while the Anesthesia Quality Institute
(AQI) was the most popular product topic and received more than 36 percent of all related coverage. The majority of
coverage appeared online at 76 percent, followed by broadcast at 12 percent.
If you are contacted by a media outlet seeking comment on anesthesia-related topics or even non-anesthesia-related
topics, please contact the ASA Communications Department at communications@asahq.org. ASA can provide the
latest topical background information, media training and interview tips for any type of request. Also, please let ASA
know if you were mentioned in any media report, as an appearance may be featured in a future ASA Media Clip
Report or ASA NEWSLETTER “Anesthesiology in the News” or ASAP piece.

Featured Topics


On November 1, the New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) unveiled its most important article on Now @
NEJM. The 1846 article titled, “Insensibility During Surgical Operations Produced by Inhalation,” explored
one of the many significant advances in the specialty of anesthesia.



ASA member Jessica A. Alexander, M.D. authored a November 6 guest column on KevinMD.com about
how physicians can reduce stress and burnout. Dr. Alexander encouraged physicians to live each day
consciously and make decisions that create less stress mentally, physically and emotionally.



In a November 6 Inside Health Policy article, ASA Vice President for Professional Affairs Norman A.
Cohen, M.D. discussed next steps to oppose CMS’ chronic pain ruling. Dr Cohen said in addition to
grassroots efforts, ASA will work with state chapters to make sure state law regarding chronic pain
management is clear.

News Medium

Online news outlets made up the largest portion of coverage.

News Category

Media coverage broken down by members, sub-specialty and product.

Tone Summary

The majority of coverage was neutral.

A Yearly Review

A look back over the past year at news by category.

American Society of Anesthesiologists – General
“Endoscopic Sedation Guidelines Published,” Gastroenterology & Endoscopy News, November 2012.
 ASA member John E. Tetzlaff, M.D. discussed the “Multisociety Sedation Curriculum for Gastrointestinal
Endoscopy” (MSCGE) document. Dr. Tetzlaff recognized the document’s comprehensiveness, but also
questioned how it will be used in practice.
“The Most Important Article in NEJM History,” Now @ NEJM, November 1, 2012.
 The New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) unveiled its most important article. The 1846 article titled,
“Insensibility During Surgical Operations Produced by Inhalation,” explored one of the many significant
advances in the specialty of anesthesia.

“General Anesthesia May Disrupt Communications Between Brain Areas,” Los Angeles Times, November 5, 2012.
“Inside the Unconscious Brain,” MIT News, November 5, 2012.
“Mechanism of General Anesthesia Involves Disrupting Brain Communication,” Scientific American, November 5,
2012.
“Anesthesia Study Opens Window into Consciousness,” Time Magazine, November 6, 2012.
 A new study from MIT and Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) revealed what happens in the brain as
patients lose consciousness during anesthesia. The study provided information on a physiological signal for
measuring when someone is unconscious under anesthesia.
“Nurse Anesthetists, Anesthesiologists Take Their Cases to the States,” Inside Health Policy, November 6, 2012.
 ASA Vice President for Professional Affairs Norman A. Cohen, M.D. discussed next steps to oppose CMS’
chronic pain ruling. Dr. Cohen said in addition to grassroots efforts, ASA will work with state chapters to
make sure state law regarding chronic pain management is clear.
“Recognize and Manage Physician Stress Burnout,” KevinMD.com, November 6, 2012.
 ASA member Jessica A. Alexander, M.D. authored a guest column on KevinMD.com about how physicians
can reduce stress and burnout. Dr. Alexander encouraged physicians to live each day consciously and make
decisions that create less stress mentally, physically and emotionally.
“The Changing Role of Anesthesiology: How Will the Specialty Adapt as Procedures Go Outpatient?” Becker’s Hospital
Review, November 8, 2012.
 ASA member Thomas Schares, M.D. provided perspective on the future of anesthesiology outside of the
traditional hospital setting. Dr. Schares emphasized that anesthesiologists need to continue to oversee the
administration of anesthesia.
“Anesthesiologist-led ‘Surgical Home’ Cuts Costs, Improves Outcomes,” Fierce Healthcare, November 9, 2012.
 ASA presented its Perioperative Surgical Home™ model of care concept at a White House roundtable in an
effort to coordinate care in an acute setting, while also improving patient outcomes and cutting costs. The
concept has been supported by several research studies.
“Anesthesia Debate Gets Prickly,” Congressional Quarterly, November 19, 2012.
 ASA Director for Congressional and Political Affairs Manuel Bonilla, M.S. explained that ASA hopes to reverse
CMS’ decision since it puts patients at risk. Mr. Bonilla stressed ASA is concerned about who is providing
chronic pain services.

Journal Anesthesiology
ASA highlighted two studies from the December issue of Anesthesiology as part of the Journal Press Release
Program. One study found blood lactate and lactate clearance are important prognostic variables for mortality in
trauma patients, while the other study found inhaled nitric oxide improves outcomes in mice resuscitated with stored
blood.
“Blood Lactate Variables a Vital Predictive in Trauma Mortality: Study,” Outcome Magazine, November 21, 2012.
“Inhaled Nitric Oxide Reduces Adverse Effects of Stored Blood Transfusion in Mice,” News-Medical.net, November 22,
2012.

