National Correct Coding Initiative
Correct Coding Solutions, LLC
A Medicare Contractor
P.O. Box 907
Carmel, IN 46082-0907
Fax: 317-571-1745

July 2. 2009

Karl E. Becker, MD, MBA

American Society of Anesthesiologists. Inc.
1501 M Street NW Suite 300

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Becker:

I'thank you for your letter dated June 23, 2009 in which you comment about National Correct Coding
Initiative (NCCTI) edits bundling epidural injections (CPT codes 62310-62319) and nerve blocks (CPT
codes 64400-64530) into several global surgery procedure codes. We discussed your letter with CMS
(Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) which owns NCCI and makes all decisions about its
contents.

On April 1, 2009, CMS implemented many edits bundling nerve block and epidural injection codes
into all global surgical procedures based on the principle that the physician performing a global
surgical procedure cannot separately report anesthesia services for the same procedure. Because there
are over four thousand global surgery procedure codes. it was not practical to implement only
anatomically appropriate edits. Thus. the edits were based on ranges ol codes paired with one another.
Prior to implementation of the edits, they were released for a sixty day review and comment period.
Edits were modified based on comments that we received including those from the ASA. Many of the
edits were implemented not allowing use of NCCl-associated modifiers. CMS and we have received
quite a bit of correspondence about the issues that you address in your letter. Unfortunately. they were
not identified by any of the more than one hundred national healtheare organizations that reviewed the
proposed edits before they were implemented. However, these issues can be addressed retroactively.

CMS will modify the edits bundling epidural injection and nerve block CPT codes into certain
injection/aspiration procedures (CPT codes 20550-20553, 20600-20612, and 27096) so that all edits
will allow use of NCCl-associated modifiers. 1 a provider performs a nerve block or epidural
injection unrelated to anesthesia for one of the other listed procedures. the epidural injection or nerve
block code may be reported with an NCCl-associated modifier. Although CMS thinks that it is
unlikely that a provider would use an epidural injection or nerve block for anesthesia for any of these
procedures, CMS thinks it is necessary to retain these edits nonetheless.

CMS will modify the edits bundling epidural injection and nerve block CPT codes into insertion of
tunneled centrally inserted central venous access/catheter procedures (CPT codes 36557-

36566) so that all edits will allow use of NCCl-associated modifiers. 1f a provider performs a nerve
block or epidural injection unrelated to anesthesia for one of the other listed procedures, the epidural
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injection or nerve block code may be reported with an NCCl-associated modifier. Although CMS
thinks that it is unlikely that a provider would use an epidural injection or nerve block for anesthesia
for any of these procedures. CMS thinks it is necessary to retain these edits nonetheless.

CMS will modify the edit with column one CPT code 62270 and column two CPT code 62310 to allow
use of NCCI associated modifiers. If the epidural injection described by CPT code 62310 is performed
unrelated to anesthesia for the procedure described by CPT code 62270, the epidural injection code
may be reported with an NCCl-associated modilier.

CMS will delete the edits bundling epidural injection and nerve block codes into CPT codes 31500,
36355, 36556, 36568, 36569, 36620, 36625, 93503, 93561, and 93562,

In your letter you also request modification of the edits bundling moderate conscious sedation (CPT
code 99143-99144) into CPT codes 36555-36569. According to the CPT Manual code descriptors for
these codes and Appendix G. moderate conscious sedation is included in all these procedures except
those deseribed by CPT codes 36556 and 36569, There are no edits bundling moderate conscious
sedation codes into the latter two codes. However. CMS will retain the other edits not allowing use of’
NCCl-associated modifiers because the procedures include moderate conscious sedation,

The changes will appear in NCCI version 15.3 scheduled for October 1, 2009 and will be retroactive to
the implementation date of edits. April 1, 2009, Providers may choose to delay submilting claims for
the affected services until after that date. If claims have been denied based on the edits that will be
deleted or modified on October 1, 2009, the providers may resubmit the claims or appeal the denials
after this date.

CMN and we appreciate your assistance with the NCCL

Sincerely.
WMo R (Crae_s10

Niles R. Rosen, M.DD,

Medical Director

National Correct Coding Initiative
Correct Coding Solutions LLLC
Phone: 317-571-1720

Ce: Marsha Mason-Wonsley. CMS CPT Coding Specialist
Douglas G. Merrill, MD, ASA
Sharon Merrick, CCS-P, ASA



