June 9, 2010
Acting Comptroller General Gene L. Dodaro
GAO Health Care
ATTN: National Health Care Workforce Commission Nominations
441 G Street, NW
Washington, DC 20548
Dear Mr. Dodaro:
The American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA), an educational, research and scientific
association representing over 44,000 members, is pleased to nominate Mary Dahlen Peterson,
M.D., M.H.A., as a member of the National Health Care Workforce Commission. ASA believes
that Dr. Peterson possesses the crucial experience and expertise, including analysis of health care
labor markets and workforce that the Commission seeks.
Dr. Peterson has served on the ASA Committee on Physician Resources since 2002 and chaired
the committee in 2008 and 2009. The Committee on Physician Resources is charged with
overseeing initiatives of ASA pertaining to personnel, practice patterns, and future workforce
needs.
Dr. Peterson is the President and CEO of the Driscoll Children’s Health Plan, the Vice President
of the Driscoll Children’s System, and an Associate Professor of Anesthesia at the University of
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio and the University of Texas Medical Branch. She
received her undergraduate degree from Texas A&M University and her medical degree from the
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, where she also completed her residency in
anesthesiology and was chief resident from 1983-1984. She also received a Master of Science in
Health Care Administration from Trinity University. Since 1984, she has been the teaching
faculty for Residents rotating through the Operating Room and Pediatric Intensive Care Unit of
Driscoll Children’s Hospital.
Dr. Peterson is highly active in numerous organizations that examine issues pertaining to health
care workforce, finance and economics. Since 2003, she has served as a member of the ASA’s
Board of Directors representing the Texas Society of Anesthesiologists. She has also been a
member of the Economics Committee of the Texas Society of Anesthesiologists from 1996-1999
and from 2002-present. Finally, Dr. Peterson has served on the Medical Staff Planning
Committee at Driscoll Children’s Hospital.
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Dr. Peterson has published several articles and chapters and has presented on a number of issues,
including the future of the anesthesia workforce and the future of technology in health care.
If selected to serve as a member on the Commission, Dr. Peterson is enthusiastically willing to
serve and commit to the in-person meetings required.
We are pleased to have the opportunity to submit the nomination of Dr. Mary Dahlen Peterson
for the National Health Care Workforce Commission and hope that the Commission will
seriously consider her appointment. Dr. Peterson is a recognized leader in the field of
anesthesiology and provides a diverse and broad experience and expertise that would benefit the
important mission of the Commission. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let the
ASA know how it can assist.
Sincerely,

Alexander A. Hannenberg, M.D.
President
American Society of Anesthesiologists

